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Conor McFeely

The Case of the Midwife Toad (the unrepeatable experiment)

The starting point for this work was a response to the series of experiments carried out by the Austrian biologist Paul Kammerer in the first two decades of the 20th century to establish the law of “the inheritance of acquired characteristics”. His ideas sat in direct contradiction to the Darwinian theory of evolution that insisted that acquired characteristics could not be inherited. 

Kammerer was exceptionally skilled in the handling and breeding of toads and frogs in laboratory conditions. His findings were based on the study of particular toads in captivity over extended periods of time within alien environments artificially created in his laboratory in the Vivarium in Vienna. Ultimately when his findings were dismissed as falsified Kammerer committed suicide. His work was since reassessed and given credence in the book The Case of the Midwife Toad written by Arthur Koestler where he re-examined the work carried out by Kamerrer. 

This work is an extension of themes contained in earlier works but uses more direct biological references. It is not an attempt to illustrate an historical event, more an improvisational response to a “selected” subject where the work is both dependent on its origins and freely autonomous at the same time. A relationship that Kamerrer’s research implies is present in the human species. 

Conor McFeely’s works have an emphasis on the manipulation of space and the idiosyncratic use of materials. The contexts for these works have been varied and include references to literature, cinema, art history and social contexts amongst others. He has also been referred to by the Guardian newspaper as ‘a twenty-first century electro-anarchist’.
Conor McFeely was born in Derry N.Ireland, where he now lives and works. He has exhibited widely both nationally and internationally. His exhibitions include ‘Disclaimer’, Orchard Gallery Derry 1997, (solo). ‘Headfirst’, OBG Gallery Belfast 2003, (solo). ‘The British Art Show 5’, Hayward Gallery London, touring Edinburgh, Southampton, Cardiff and Birmingham 2000-200. ‘Small Steps’, The Elipse Gallery, Washington DC, 2001. ‘Something Else’, Contemporary Art from Ireland, touring Turku, Helsinki, Ouulu, Joensuu Finland, 2003. ‘Dogs Have No Religion’, Czech Museum of Fine Art Prague, 2006. He is a recipient of The Curated Visual Arts Award 2007 (curated by Mike Nelson) resulting in two major solo shows of new work in The Douglas Hyde Gallery Dublin 2007 and this current exhibition at Void, Derry 2008.










