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*************Press Release*****************************************
J'ACCUSE – Brian Maguire. Paintings, Ciudad Juárez 

28 November – 6 February
Curated by Jonathan Cummins
Exhibition Opening: Sat 28 November 7.30 - 10pm. Artists Talk: Sat 28 November 6.30pm.
Special Event: “In the Absence of Justice” panel discussion with Brian Maguire and journalists Eamonn McCann and Ed Vulliamy. Friday 27 November 8pm.
Void is proud to present ‘J’accuse’ an exhibition of new paintings by Irish artist Brian Maguire. Maguire’s highly engaged working process positions art as an act of enquiry and activism and a demand for solidarity with those who are forgotten and voiceless. His insistence for social justice has drawn him to the edges of societies around the world to work with the marginalised and people living in closed institutions such as prisons and mental institutions. 

Since 2009, Maguire has been making work in and about Ciudad Juárez, a Mexican city bordering the US just south of El Paso, Texas. Worlds away from its northern neighbour, Juárez had the distinction of being the world’s most murderous city for three consecutive years between 2008 and 2010 – approximately 12,000 people have been butchered in Juárez since 2008. Maguire’s early work in Juárez resulted in a series of portraits created in response to the ‘feminocidio’, or feminicide, the rape, murder and disappearance of hundreds of young women in the city since 1993. The process of making these portraits is detailed in the documentary film Blood Rising, which will form part of the exhibition in addition to being screened as part of the 2015 Foyle Film Festival.

More recently, Maguire embedded himself in the newsroom of El Norte newspaper in Juárez. What emerged from his research is an enquiry into the very public and often ritualistic display of the victims of violence and the ways in which this violence is inextricably embedded in the global drugs trade. “I went out to investigate the killing of a young woman,” says Maguire, “and found myself investigating the war on drugs and ended up calling for their legalisation,” Maguire’s work is frequently a rally cry for change in the social and political sphere, this work is no different: “The war on drugs is a war on the poor,” states Maguire, “ the legalislation of narcotics is a first move in reversing this war and dealing with addiction as a medical issue rather than a criminal one. It will reduce death and crime’. Maguire’s practice is one of unfaltering courage, a requirement for such an engaged and durational investigation in what is one of the world’s deadliest countries for journalists. 

Maguire’s new paintings for this exhibition with Void methodically describe the links between the international drugs trade, the global flow of money, the violence of a destabilised state, the relentless slaughter, the impunity of power, and the darkness that permeates these borderlands and trade between wealthy and poorer nations. Those who suffer belong to the poor, their lives caught between the violence of the drugs trade and the low wages and poor conditions of the maquiladoras – the many sweatshops and assembly plants that process goods for the wealthy North. 

"When I heard about what was happening in Juárez", says Maguire, "I figured, of course – women come below men, poor come below rich, brown comes below white and Mexico comes below America. They don't fucking count, and that is why they die without due process." 
Yet it is in the midst of this despair that Maguire does what is infinitely human – to meet, question, listen, understand and pass on the story.

Maguire explains: "These people wanted their story told, in the event of their being no justice for them. The only thing they ask is that the memory of their daughters, and the actions done to them, not disappear with their deaths."
Jonathan Cummins

Text compiled with reference and thanks to Brian Maguire. 

Key Events and Dates:  
1. Friday 20 November 1pm. Brian Maguire in conversation with students from the Derry area. Void in partnership with Foyle Film Festival. The Process Room. Void.
2. Friday 20 November 8pm. Screening and Panel Event. Blood Rising, a documentary film co produced by Mark McLoughlin and Maguire, which details Maguire’s activism and painting in Juárez in response to the murder of hundreds of young women in Juárez since 1993. The film will form part of the exhibition and it will also be screened in partnership with the 2015 Foyle Film Festival. The Nerve Centre Cinema. Magazine Street. The screening will be followed by a panel discussion with Director Mark McLoughlin and Brian Maguire.
3. Friday 27 November 8pm - a public discussion in advance of ‘J’accuse’, Void’s new exhibition with journalists Ed Vulliamy and Eamonn McCann in conversation with Brian Maguire. Void main gallery space.

What happens society in the absence of any meaningful justice being served on those who abuse the vulnerable and marginalised? What happens when our social, political and economic institutions fail the society they were built to serve? Who then gets to speak and whose voice is heard? And what exactly is ‘injustice’, is it simply the absence of justice or is it a tendency for society and its institutions to maintain the status quo and protect the interests of the powerful? 
4. Saturday 28 November 6.30pm. Artist/Curator Talk. Brian Maguire in conversation with curator Jonathan Cummins.
5. Saturday 28 November 7.30 – 10pm Exhibition Launch.
Brian Maguire Bio
A fiercely expressive painter, Brian Maguire’s work essentially emerges from social and political situations and approaches painting as a gesture of solidarity. He operates a truly engaged practice, compelled by the raw realities of humanity’s violence against itself, and the potential for justice. Of his recent work in Juárez, Maguire states, “My purpose is to show respect to the victims of violence, to remove all the easy rationalisations which excuse, cover over, and protects us from this reality. That the man is dead, the painting keeps his death in the present. The absence of justice demands this act.” In connection with this work, Maguire recently collaborated on a documentary feature film, Blood Rising, which was screened at Curzon Cinema, London (2014) and premiered at the closing Gala of the Jameson Dublin International Film Festival (2013). In the past, Maguire has often undertaken residencies in closed institutions such as mental homes and prisons. In these situations, the artist focuses on elucidating individual identity – an emphasis that has, at times, led to disrupting the status quo.

Maguire has shown consistently in Europe and the USA with participation in shows in Korea, China and Japan. In 2000, a major retrospective toured from Dublin City Gallery The Hugh Lane to Contemporary Art Museum, Houston USA. He has presented many one-person shows with Kerlin Gallery, Dublin, the most recent being 2009 and 2011. Further exhibitions include Fergus McCaffrey gallery, New York (2015): Dublin Contemporary (2012); European Parliament, Brussels (2012); Visual, Centre for Contemporary Art, Carlow (2013); 25th Sao Paulo Bienal (2002), amongst others. His work is held in numerous collections including Museum of Fine Art Houston, USA; Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin; Dublin City Gallery - The Hugh Lane; Alvar Aalto Museum, Finland; Gemeentemuseum, Den Hague, Netherlands; Wolverhampton Art Gallery, UK; and Crawford Municipal Gallery, Cork.

Brian Maguire is represented by the Kerlin Gallery, Dublin and the Fergus McCaffrey Gallery, New York.

(Biography from Kerlin gallery website: www.kerlingallery.com)
Further Information on the Artist and themes addressed in this exhibition: 

Brian Maguire
· http://fergusmccaffrey.com/artist/brian-maguire-2/press/

· http://fergusmccaffrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Final-Press-Release-Brian-Maguire-English.pdf

· https://vimeo.com/116078963

· http://www.kerlingallery.com/artists/brian-maguire/selected-works

· http://www.visualcarlow.ie/exhibitions/info/an-oasis-of-horror-in-a-desert-of-boredom

Ciudad Juárez
· Painted back to life: Brian Maguire's portraits of the victims of Mexico's 'feminocidio' http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2014/may/04/brian-maguire-portraits-victims-mexico-feminocidio-ciudad-juarez

· Murder convictions lift lid on seamy network preying on women of Juárez http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/21/juarez-mexico-women-murdered-corruption

· Ciudad Juárez is all our futures. This is the inevitable war of capitalism gone mad http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2011/jun/20/war-capitalism-mexico-drug-cartels

· Death, drugs and mafia law: can Juárez shed its murder capital tag?  http://www.theguardian.com/see-sicario/2015/oct/02/death-drugs-and-mafia-law-can-juarez-shed-its-capital-tag

· One year ago, 43 Mexican students were killed. Still, there are no answers for their families http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/20/mexico-43-killed-students-

· ‘In Mexico, reporters are hunted like rabbits' http://www.theguardian.com/books/2012/feb/03/author-author-gillian-slovo

· Mexico's drug war visualised http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/graphic/2012/jan/31/mexico-drug-war-visualised

· Female Homicides in Ciudad Juárez http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Female_homicides_in_Ciudad_Juárez

· Ciudad Juárez https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciudad_Ju%C3%A1rez

With Special Thanks to: 
Travel and support for a research trip to Juárez by the artist has been generously supported by the British Council. 

Film Screening and Artists Talk kindly supported by The Foyle Film Festival.

Panel Event “In the Absence of Justice” kindly supported by The British Council.

For further information and for interviews with Brian Maguire please contact Maoliosa Boyle at Void.

02871 308080 or by email maoliosaboyle@derryvoid.com
********************************ENDS********************************************
